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Rain can reduce and impair your view of the road when driving. On a wet road, you cannot stop, accelerate or turn as 

easily because your tire-to-road traction is not ideal in the rain. Also, your reflexes are tuned for driving in dry 

conditions. 

 

The most important thing for drivers to remember is to slow down because it takes longer to come to a complete stop 

in wet weather. In addition, pedestrians, animals and other obstacles are extremely difficult to spot and even harder 

to avoid. 

 

Follow these steps for driving safely in the rain: 
 

Before getting on the road 

• Give yourself extra time to get to your desired destination 

• Replace old or brittle wiper blades 

• Maintain proper tire pressure and tread and replace tires when needed 

• Turn your headlights on in rainy, gloomy, foggy or overcast conditions to help you see the road and to become 

more visible to others 

• Avoid driving during heavy thunderstorms. Large flashes of lightning can temporarily blind and disorient drivers.  

 

While on the road 

• Slow down! 

• Avoid hard breaking if possible. Instead, take your foot off the accelerator and brake lightly to stop the vehicle 

slowly. Be extra cautious and alert to the brake lights ahead of you 

• Avoid making quick or sharp turns 

• Maintain longer following distance 

• Stay towards the middle lanes as water tends to pool in the outside lanes    (list continued on next page)                                   
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• Watch out for places where floodwater collects, such as low-lying roads next to streams and dips under highway 

bridges 

• If you come across a flooded road, do not continue driving if you can’t see the ground through the water. Avoid 

off-road driving as well. In those cases, turn around. Driving through deep water can damage a vehicle’s 
mechanical and electrical systems. 

• Do not follow large trucks or buses too closely. The spray created by their large tires can reduce visibility 

• Never drive beyond the limits of visibility. The glare of oncoming lights, amplified by rain on the windshield can 

cause temporary loss of visibility and increase driver fatigue. Pull off the road to a safe location until conditions 

improve. 

Safety Considerations in High Winds 

 

High wind speeds are a risk factor to consider in the construction industry. Weather forecasts typically give the average 

wind speed one might expect on a particular day. Real wind conditions, however, are influenced by gusts, turbulence, 

terrain and surrounding buildings, making wind difficult to predict and even harder to manage. Pedestrians, cyclists, 

vehicles and construction workers at building sites are at risk of high winds. 
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Generally speaking, Enviroment and Climate Change Canada issues a wind warning when conditions include a sustained 

wind of 70km/hr or more, and /or gusts up to 90 km/hr or more. At winds between 60 and 70 km/hr, you will have difficulty 

with balance and walking against the wind. 

Hazards of high winds can include: 

• Objects blowing around and hitting workers 

or members of the public 

• Eye injuries from dust and debris flying 

around 

• Strains, sprains, or broken bones or joints 

when employees try to hold onto doors or 

objects 

• Potentially heavy or sharp objects being 

forcefully blown from elevated surfaces 

• Employees working at heights being blown 

off if they are not secured 

• Slips, trips and falls when employees are 

caught in wind gusts 

• Breaking of branches and uprooted trees 

• Collapses of buildings, scaffolding, fences, 

towers, other structures and heavy 

equipment 

• Loose tools going airborne 

• Broken power lines, resulting in an electrocution or fire hazard. 

Supervisors must consider the dangerous impact high winds can have at their jobsites and how they can put employee 

safety at risk. Explaining to workers that objects can become airborne or suddenly move at any moment is vital. Stay 

updated on current and forecasted weather conditions to monitor wind speeds and prevent work during high winds when it 

becomes too dangerous. 

Employees should never work on elevated surfaces during high wind warnings. Tools must be kept secure and stowed away 

safely. All loose materials should be tied down using ropes, stakes or chains. Employees must wear all company required 

PPE, including hard hats and safety eyewear. 

 

Beaufort Wind Scale 

The Beaufort Wind Scale was devised in 1805 by Sir Francis Beautfort. The scale used the 

state of the sea to estimate wind speed. Over the years, the scale has been modified to 

use on land. While different versions have been developed, they are all based on the 

same premise; wind speed may be estimated by observing how wind affects objects 

around us.  

We can also use this Scale to predict the safety hazards and risks of our work 

environments and road conditions when we know what the approximate wind speeds 

will be for the day. For example, when winds reach 50 km/hr, it will cause whole trees to 

sway in motion. When wind speeds reach 60 km/hr, tree branches break off trees. See 

next page for the Beaufort Wind Scale chart.  

 

 
Sir Francis Beaufort 
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Hammer Drill Filters & Dust Boxes 
 

 
 

It is important to regularly maintain your hammer drill to keep it in good safe operating condition. Clogged filters will cause 

a drop in your drill’s suction power and performance. They will also restrict the air flow inside, causing the vacuum 

mechanism within to overheat. Filters should be changed approximately every six months. 

In addition, tools full of dust cause an ununecessary addition of weight to be held by the worker- this could lead to an 

increased chance for sprain and strain injuries. Please monitor the condition of your tool regularly and empty the dust box 

often. 

Follow the manufacturer’s instruction manual on how to safely install / remove the dust box and HEPA filter from the 

tool. Make sure to wear proper PPE- including a half mask respirator with P100 filters when emptying out hazardous 

materials (e.g. lead, silica, asbestos). Follow the appropriate safe job procedure for further safety precautions. 

 

 


