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Eye injuries from dust, particles and accidental contact with objects are common at Mott Electric and MTI 

jobsites. Often workers wear the wrong eye protection, or none at all. Although some eye injuries are minor, 

even a simple scratch from debris or dust can cause lasting pain. Work-related eye injuries can have lifelong 

consequences, such as permanent vision loss. According to the Canadian National Institute for the Blind, over 

700 Canadian workers per day sustain eye injuries on the job, resulting in lost time and/or temporary or 

permanent vision loss. The worst statistic of all is that 90 percent are preventable by the use of proper safety 

equipment, including safety eyewear. At Mott Electric/MTI, all workers are required to wear CSA-approved 

protective eyewear when at work. 

 

Mott Electric/ MTI Eye Incident Summaries (Years 2021 & 2020) : 

1. Worker was working overhead when a boxcover fell and struck the worker in the face, causing a 

laceration on their eyelid. 

2. Worker was drilling through concrete when dust entered and irritated both eyes. 

3. Worker was drilling into Q-deck that was covered in acoustic material. Dust and metal debris entered 

worker’s eyes. 

4. Worker was hammer drilling into concrete when a chunk flew into the worker’s eye. 

5. Worker was in the ceiling, drilling into unistrut and debris entered the worker’s eyes. 

6. Worker was terminating wire, the wire slipped and poked/scratched the worker’s eye. 

7. Worker was pulling wire in a T-bar ceiling using fish tape. The end of the wire whipped back into the 

worker’s face and scratched their eye. 
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Protect your Eyes 
Your eyes are one of your most important tools. Without them, you would not be able to earn a living or do 

many other things you enjoy. The most important factor to remember when choosing the correct eye 

protection is that any lens used must meet the minimum standards for protection as outlined in the OHSR. 

Working with your supervisor, you must determine your eye protection needs given the tasks you are assigned 

and what’s going on around you (i.e. the work environment). According to the National Institute for 

Occupational Safety and Health, small objects, such as concrete chips, metal slivers, sparks or dust, cause the 

majority of workplace eye injuries. Larger objects, such as nails, staples, screws, and some tools, also pose a 

significant threat to the unprotected eye. While less frequent, burns from chemicals and cleaning products may 

be just as serious. 

 

When and How 

Eye injuries can occur any time while on the job. Especially if you: 

• Perform overhead work 

• Use power tools 

• Disturb materials 

• Fish electrical wire. 

 

Below are the types of safety eyewear that offer varying levels of protection. 

Safety Glasses 

• Provide minimum protection and are for general working conditions. This is the 

minimum eye protection requirement for all general work at Mott Electric/MTI 

• They are available in a variety of styles and provide side protection in the form 

of shields or wraparound arms 

• Lenses should have anti-fog treatment. 

 

Goggles 

• Appropriate tasks include chipping, grinding, and working with chemicals 

• Provide higher impact, dust, and chemical splash protection. For less fogging 

when working with large particles, direct-vent goggles are recommended 

• Can be made with vinyl frames with a soft, flexible body and a clear or tinted 

lens, usually plastic 

• Can be used over prescription glasses for protection with corrected vision. 

 

Face Shields 

• Protect the full face from injury and they offer the highest impact protection 

and shelter from spraying, chipping, grinding, sawing, working overhead and 

chemicals 

• A field shied is considered a secondary safeguard to protective eyewear; it 

should never be worn without safety glasses or goggles 

• Faceshields should be be worn whenever disturbing materials overhead, or 

when there is a moderate-high risk of objects hitting the worker’s face.  
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Prescription Safety Glasses 

If you wear prescription glasses, check whether they qualify as safety eyewear 

• Glasses must be CSA approved and have side shields 

• Lenses must be made of polycarbonate or plastic 

• Look for manufacturer’s logo moulded or etched into the top outside edges of the lenses 

• Look for “Z87” on the temple pieces. 
 

Refer to Mott’s Safe Job Procedure & Safe Work Practices Manual to determine which type of protective eyewear 

listed above is required for your specific task. 

 

Proper Fit and Care is Essential 
In order to get the maximum benefit from safety eyewear, your glasses need to fit properly, be free of scratches, 

be kept clean and stored in a place where they will not be damaged. 

 

What to Do if You Get Something in Your Eye 
• DO NOT rub it! Seek first aid immediately 

• Rinse at the nearest eyewash station. If an eye wash station is not available, use an eye wash bottle for at 

least 15-20 minutes. If that’s not available, rinse your eye using clean water that’s available 

• Let your supervisor know immediately (even if you think your eye will be fine)  

• Contact the H&S Department – they will advise you of next steps, e.g. obtaining medical attention and/or  

stay at work plan. 

Emergency Survival Kits 
As the 2021 Pacific Northwest flood disaster have showed us, emergencies can happen anywhere, anytime. It is important 

that workers are prepared for these unplanned events so that they have the basic necessities before help arrives. Potential 

hazards in B.C. include forest fires, earthquakes, tsunamis, and floods.  

Mott Electric has recently purchased 72-hours Essential Emergency Survival Kits for all service technicians and workers 

using Mott vehicles. Once received from the warehouse, those with Mott vehicles will be contacted with instruction on 

where to pick them up.   

The Emergency Survival Kit comes with the items listed on the next page. This kit should be kept in your vehicles at all times 

and inspected regularly to ensure it is fully stocked (the bi-weekly vehicle inspection forms will be revised to include these 

items). 

Plan to Stay Safe 

It is recommended that you purchase or make your own emergency supply kits for your homes and personal vehicles as 

well. Please visit: https://72hours.ca/collections/backpack for various emergency kit options. 

 

 

 

 

file://///mottsvr03/company/16%20HS&E/16.2%20Safe%20Job%20Procedures%20and%20Safe%20Work%20Practices%20Manual/Safe%20Job%20Procedure%20&%20Safe%20Work%20Practice%20Manual%20Rev.%205%20,%20April%2012,%202021.pdf
https://72hours.ca/collections/backpack
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72-hours Essential Emergency Survival Kit Contents  
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